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opponents to vote with it. This meant coalition, either
temporarily, as individual Bills were brought forward, or as a
pact for the duration of the Parliament. Labour, therefore,
unable to join with the Conservatives, was thus at the mercy of
the Liberals. Mr, Asquith was the deciding factor. But he,
too, was in a dilemma. He had to estimate the balance of
advantage. There were three possible alternatives. He could
support either Labour or Conservative, or make a bid for
office himself, relying on Conservative support.
In the panic fear that was stirred up when the result of the
election was known, several influential newspapers besought
Asquith to take office and save the country from, revolution.
The Daily Mail alarmed at the thought that the reversion
of the office of Prime Minister should go to a Socialist,
denounced MacDonald as one who would undermine the
Constitution. It went further ; it appealed to the King to
ignore Constitutional practice by sending for Mr. Asquith,
instead of Mr. MacDonald ; and Mr. Baldwin was implored to
bring his Party to the support of a Liberal-Conservative
coalition,
The sudden chance of forming a Government came as a
surprise to the Labour Party and caught it unprepared. Few
members of the Party can have hoped that Labour would be
offered the reins of Government for years to come. True they
had dreamed of a Socialist Government some day, but it
was an ideal to be realized in the distant future. Not so
MacDonald, To him a Labour Government had been just
round the corner. He must have seen it as imminent, and, as
there was then no rival for the throne, have visualized himself
as Prime Minister. Again and again at the meetings of the
Parliamentary Labour Party, he would allude to the time when
Labour would be the Government of the day. It was a reward
for faithful service, and he would add an admonition to the
trouble-makers that they should so comport themselves that
their walk and conversation would be in keeping with their
high destiny.
Shrewd observers in other parties agreed with MacDonald
in the imminence of a Labour Government and did their
utmost to prevent or delay it    One of the arguments used
by Mr, Bonar Law at Glasgow just before the 1922 election
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